
Geography Vocabulary Progression 
 

 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Locational 
Knowledge 

Place knowledge 

Chesham Bois 
Amersham 
Chesham 

 

United Kingdom 
England 
Scotland 

Wales 
Northern Ireland 

London 
Belfast 

Edinburgh 
Cardiff 

Country 
City 

County 
Buckinghamshire 

Village 
Town 

 

Equator 
North Pole 
South Pole 

England 
Kalahari Desert 

Arctic 
Antarctic 

 
 
 
 

British Isles 
Europe 

North America 
South America 

Nine regions of the 
UK 

Greenwich 
meridian 

Northern / 
Southern 

hemisphere 
Lines of latitude 

 

East of England, 
East Midlands 
West Midlands 

North East 
Yorkshire  

The Humber 
Arctic circle  

Four hemispheres 
Chiltern Hills 
South East 
South West 

East of England 
East Midlands 
West Midlands 

North East 
Yorkshire and the 

Humber 
North West 

Countries of Africa 
line of latitude – 

Equator 
The tropics of 

Cancer and 
Capricorn 

The Arctic Circle 

Middle east 
Russia China 
Barrier Reef 

Australia 
 USA 

 Qatar 
 Saudi Arabia 

 Japan 
 

Human and 
physical 

geography 

Shop 
House 
Farm 
Town 

Museum 
Tunnel 

Roundabout 
Zebra crossing 
Traffic  lights 

Bridge 
Church 
School 

Zoo 

Post office 
Village 

Building 
Bungalow 

Beach 
Seasons 
Junction 
Village 
Lorry 
Bus 
Car 

Transport 
Junction 

City 
Mountain 

Desert 
Climate 

Landscape 
Environment 

Terraced 
Cliff 
Hill 

River 
Valley 
Port 

Harbour 

Vegetation 
Settlement 
Community 

City 
Urban 
Rural 

Land use 
Retail 

Leisure 
Business 
Housing 

Agriculture 
Industrial 

Economic activity 
Transportation  

Volcanoes  
Earthquakes  

Tectonic plates 

components  
 core  
crust 

 mantle  
tectonic plates 

 fold line  
pressure  
strength  

Altitude 
Channel 

Condensation 
Confluence 

Erosion 
Estuary 

Evaporation 
Glacier 

Infiltration 
Peak 

Percolation 
Precipitation 

Run-off 

Migrate 

Naturalised 

Disperse 

Indigenuous 

Sustainability 

Immigrant 

Renewable 

Natural disaster 

Survey 

Pollution 

Natural resources 
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Hill 
Field 

Woodland 
Soil 

Autumn 
Winter 
Spring 

Summer 
Rain 
Sun 

Cloud 

Wind 
Snow 
Hail 
Fog 
Wet 
Dry 
Hot 
Cold 

 
 
 

Seasonal 
Coast 
Ocean 

 
 
 
 
 

Entertainment 
Landmarks 

Tourist attractions 
Trade 

Multi-national 
Transportation 
(port, harbour, 

airport) 
Cargo 

Commodities 
Raw materials 
Supply chain 

Manufacturing 
Primary, secondary 

and tertiary 
industries 

Consumers 
Developed / 
undeveloped 

nations 
Fair trade 

Polar, temperate, 
tropical 
Climate 

Population 
Deforestation 

 

lava  
volcanic eruptions 

Mouth 
Scree 

Source 
Temperature 
Climate zones 

Polar 
Temperate 

Tropical 
Biomes 

Settlement 
Economic 

Trade 
Weathering 

Erosion 
Deposition 

Physical 
weathering 

Chemical 
weathering 
Biological 

weathering 
Coastal features 

Deflation 
Abrasion 
Attrition 

Hydraulic action 
Glaciers 

Bay 
Headland 

Dune 
Cave 
Cliff 
Arch 
Stack 

Stump 
Hard engineering 

Questionnaire 

Biomes 

Canopy 

Latitude 

Vegetation 

Belts 

Climate zones 

Conservation 

Pollution 

Export 

Import 

Urban 

Tropical 

Rural 

Tropic of cancer 

Equatorial 

Land use 

Equator 

Subterranean 

Congestion 

Latitude 

Pollution 

Minutes (location) 

Tectonic plates 

Deforestation 

Magma 

Carbon dioxide 

Methane 

Greenhouse gas 

Greenhouse effect 

Coral bleaching 
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Soft engineering 
Sea wall 

Beach nourishment 
Groyne 

Rock armour 
Beach drainage 

 

 

Emission 

Ice coverage 

Residential 

Agriculture 

Landfill 

Recycling 

Fossil fuel 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography skills 
and fieldwork 

Map 
Right 
Left 

Forwards 
Backwards 

Above 
Under 

 
 
 

North 
South 
East 
West 
Map 

Symbols 
Directions 

Routes 
Observations 

Recording 
Environment 

Near 
Far 
Left 

Right 
Short 
Long 
Wide 

Narrow 

Location features 
Co-ordinates 

Symbols 
Routes 

Directions 
Fieldwork 

Observations 
Aerial view 

Distant 
Behind 

 

Eight points of 
compass 

Grid references (4 
point) 

Northwest 
Northeast 
Southeast 
Southwest 

Grid references 
Key 

Atlas  
Globe  

Symbols  
 

 Ordnance 
Survey 

Longitude 
Distance 

Longitude 
Greenwich/Prime 

Meridian 
Scale 

Time zone 
Grid reference 

Northern 
hemisphere 

Symbols 
Southern 

hemisphere 
Orienteering 
6 figure grid 

reference 
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